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1. What is House Bill 5? 

House Bill 5 (HB 5) was signed into law on June 10, 2013. HB 5 dramatically revises the number of high 

school student assessments required for graduation as well as overall graduation plans in Texas.  

2. What is an endorsement and what are my options? 

An endorsement offers students the choice of a specific area of study. The five endorsement options are:  

 Arts and Humanities   

 Business and Industry  

 Public Services   

 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)   

 Multidisciplinary Studies  

 

3. What is the HB 5 Graduation Plan?  

The HB 5 plan replaces the current minimum, recommended, and distinguished graduation plans. 

4. When will students choose an endorsement?  

Students will select an endorsement during the 8th grade year. Students are allowed to change their 

endorsements throughout their high school careers. Students will have the opportunity to take an Exploring 

Careers semester course in the 8th grade. The 8th grade counselor and the Exploring Careers teachers will 

collaborate and use the Career Cluster assessment through a program called Naviance (www.naviance.com). 

The results will help to develop electronic personal graduation plans for all 8th graders.  

5. How does Naviance help students with HB5?  

The students will create electronic portfolios, take interest inventories, build résumés and personal 4 year 

graduation plans for their zoned Spring ISD high school.  

6. Can parents access Naviance and help students create their 4 

high school course plan? 

Yes. It is highly encouraged for parents to log on to www.naviance.com and to help plan for their student’s 4 

year high school pan. Moreover, letters were mailed out at the beginning of the 2016-2017 school year with 

personal parent login information. If you need help with your login, please contact your student’s grade level 

counselor. Moreover, each student was given their password information through their CTE class.  
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7. May students change their endorsement? 

Yes. Students will be allowed to change their endorsement. Endorsement changes will be considered 

with a counselor guidance to assure graduation requirements are met, but changes are not 

recommended once a student has taken classes in a certain endorsement because this may change 

your graduation date.  

 

8. Will I be able to earn an endorsement if I’m going to be in 

athletics or cheerleading for four years?  

Yes. You are encouraged to plan your personal graduation plan so that you meet your selected 

endorsement requirements. Students will have opportunities to earn high school credit in middle 

school and take correspondence courses to meet graduation requirements.  

 

9. Which endorsement will colleges prefer?  

Colleges are still likely to look at specific core courses taken, the rigor of those courses, grade point 

averages, SAT/ACT scores, extracurricular activities, and student involvement to evaluate the 

student on an individual basis. Students and parents need to be aware of any admission requirements 

for the university or college they plan to attend.  

 

10. Are students only allowed to graduate with one 

endorsement?  

No. Students may earn multiple endorsements.  

 

11. What if my student is undecided and does not want to specify 

an endorsement?  

TEA requires that all 8th graders select an endorsement upon entering the 9th grade. However, 

students are allowed to change their endorsements throughout their high school careers. The 

course guide and the 8th grade College and Careers course resources will help guide parents and 

students in the planning process and selecting an endorsement. College and Careers teachers and 

counselors will collaborate and assist students with the development of personal graduation plans. 

If you still have questions, please click the following link for an English/Spanish breakdown of the HB5 for 

Spring ISD. SPRING ISD HB5 Video 

Also, feel free to contact the 8th grade counselor:  

Ms. Hayes 
Shayes1@springisd.org  
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